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Sean McGahan
DAILY EGYPTIAN
John Frederick was asked to 
address most of the major pressing 
issues facing SIUC Wednesday, and 
the administrator didn’t flinch once.
Frederick, the first of four chan-
cellor finalists scheduled to visit 
campus before the semester ends, 
was asked questions ranging from 
how he plans to fundraise to how 
much focus should be placed on 
athletics during an open forum with 
faculty Wednesday in the Student 
Center Auditorium.
Frederick, who has been the 
executive vice president and provost 
at the University of Nevada in Reno 
since 2001, seemed at ease convers-
ing with the roughly 40 faculty 
members in attendance.
He began the forum by asking 
the members of the sparsely filled 
auditorium to come in closer to 
the stage, and often put a foot up 
on the seats and walked toward 
the audience when answering 
the questions.
Faculty members asked a wide 
range of questions in the hour-long 
session, and Frederick was quick 
to respond with lengthy, often 
statistic-fueled responses.
When asked what he would do 
to combat declining enrollment at 
SIUC, Frederick noted the univer-
sity’s failure to retain 30 percent 
of its freshman class for a second 
year. He said he dealt with a simi-
lar problem at UNR and was able 
to increase retention by allocating 
special financial aid packages to 
returning students.
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The Western Michigan University 
Board of Trustees is set to vote today 
to decide if interim Chancellor John 
Dunn will become the school’s next 
president, but Dunn and several 
WMU officials talked Thursday like 
it was already a done deal.
Dunn said he would attend the 
board meeting in Kalamazoo today, 
and feels good about his chances.
“I start there July 1,” he said.
Dunn, who began at SIUC as 
provost in 2002 before being named 
interim chancellor in November, 
said he would remain committed 
to his post at SIUC until he leaves 
for WMU.
“I’m going to give SIU as much 
time between now and then, hopefully 
to minimize the amount of paper-
work the new chancellor will inherit,” 
he said.
Dunn beat out three other candi-
dates earlier this month to be recom-
mended by WMU’s search committee 
for the president post, which is equal 
to the chancellor post at SIUC.
WMU board secretary Betty 
Kocher said the board would meet at 
11:30 a.m. today and the vote is the 
first thing on the agenda. The eight 
trustees will decide in a roll call vote 
whether Dunn will join their admin-
istration, she said.
“I think he will be elected unani-
mously,” Kocher said.
Larry Tolbert, the vice chair-
man of WMU’s presidential search 
committee, said Dunn was the 
best candidate of all the ones the 
committee interviewed. 
Tolbert said Dunn was the most 
open, honest and working candidate, 
and the committee thought Dunn’s 
experience in recruitment would help 
curb their dropping enrollment.
“He just seemed to fit well with 
Western,” Tolbert said.
Miller is also a trustee and will vote 
at today’s meeting.
He said he hadn’t talked to the 
other trustees, but thought Dunn had 
a great chance of being voted in.
sarah_lohman@dailyegyptian.com
536-3311 ext. 255
Board votes 
today on 
Dunn’s 
possible
presidency
DAN CELVI ~ DAILY EGYPTIAN
John Frederick, chancellor finalist and current vice 
president and provost at the University of Nevada in Reno, 
speaks with faculty at the auditorium in the Student Center on 
Thursday night.
MAX BITTLE ~ DAILY EGYPTIAN
Marilyn and Bob Odaniell browse through Knot Perfect: A Wedding Fairytale, a masters of fine arts thesis by Patricia Rutter, 
Thursday afternoon at the University Muesum in Faner Hall. ‘She has a great sense of humor on a serious subject and every one is 
unique,’ Bob Odaniell said. A closing reception will be held from 4 to 7 p.m. today at the University Museum.
Finalist addresses faculty concerns
About 40 people 
attended forum 
with Frederick
See FINALIST, Page 8
Text messages an option in emergency
SIUC officials 
consider cell phone 
warning system
See TEXT, Page 8
Alejandro Gonzalez
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After an abandoned bag of sand 
spurred an evacuation at a lecture 
hall, SIUC officials are considering 
text messages to communicate during 
an emergency.
While the university informed 
people on campus through mass 
e-mails and emergency radios on 
campus during the investigation of 
what police called a “suspicious pack-
age” Wednesday, some e-mails were 
delayed and some people did not 
receive any at all.
“There isn’t any full-proof method 
of doing this,” said university spokes-
man Rod Sievers. “I know that people 
want instantaneous messaging. I don’t 
know if it’s even possible, but it’s 
something we’re looking into.”
Sievers said text message alerts 
sent out from a university system 
could immediately notify people 
across campus of an emergency sce-
nario. He said officials are looking 
into several different companies that 
would provide the service, but haven’t 
decided on anything yet.
 “Nothing is set in stone,” he said. 
“Several text messaging companies 
have contacted the university trying 
to sell their service.”
Sievers said he doesn’t know how 
the university could pay for the alerts.
Bryan Crum, spokesman for 
text-messaging company Omnilert, 
said there are at least 40 colleges 
and universities in the country that 
use the company’s warning service. 
He said 300 more colleges have 
contacted him about the service 
since the April 16 killings on the 
Virginia Tech campus. 
Crum said the service costs about 
$1 a year for each person who wants 
to receive the text messages, and 
standard messaging charges apply to 
the receiver of the messages. There 
are no universities in Illinois with 
the service, he said.
“Unfortunately, it takes a tragedy 
like Virginia Tech to make people 
realize that their current method of 
communications aren’t sufficient,” 
Crum said.
SIU Police Chief Todd Sigler said 
the text messages could help the police 
inform the public in emergencies, but 
would only be another form of com-
munication among many others.
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Individualized 
Learning Program 
extended hours
• Friday and Monday, May 4 and May 
7 through 11
• Last available time to schedule is 
5:30 p.m. To schedule, call 536-7751
AWADAIDS 
International-
AIDS Awareness 
Organization final 
meeting of semester
• 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. today at the 
Student Center, Saline Room
• Election of new board members, 
debrieﬁ ng of this semester’s events 
and work
Plant Sale
• 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. today in front of 
Agriculture Building
• Vegetables, annuals, perennials, 
tropicals and more
Cataclysm!
• 8 p.m. today through Saturday at the 
Communications Building, Kleinau 
Theatre
• Department of Speech 
Communication Performance, written 
and directed by Jake Simmons, a 
doctoral candidate
American Red Cross 
blood drive
• 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. today at the 
Student Center
• Complimentary T-shirt for all 
presenting donors, must present valid 
ID before to donating
Knot Perfect: A 
Wedding Fairy Tale
Closing Reception
• 4 to 7 p.m. Today at the University 
Museum
• MFA thesis exhibition by 
Patricia Rutter
CORRECTIONS
If you spot an error, please contact the 
DAILY EGYPTIAN accuracy desk at 536-3311, 
ext. 253.
POLICE REPORTS
There are no items to report today.
CALENDAR NEWS BRIEFS
Sorority to host Virginia Tech fundraiser
Gamma Chi Rho Christian Sorority at is set to host a fundraiser to benefit the victims of 
the Virginia Tech incident from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. today at the south end of Faner Hall.
Members of the group will sell black ribbons for $1 each. The funds will go toward pur-
chasing Mother’s Day cards and teddy bears for the mothers of the Virginia Tech victims.
Toya Wilson, a workforce education and marketing student, is president and founder 
of the sorority. She is a mother of three sons, ages 10, six and two. She said all of the mem-
bers of the sorority are mothers and so “we understand how traumatic it must be for those 
victims to lose their children.”
Student news team takes honors in competitions 
The student journalists responsible for WSIU-TV’s River Region Evening Edition were 
recently honored by two different organizations. 
The Charles and Lucille King Family Foundation and the Broadcast Educators 
Association awarded the students the “2007 Student Broadcast News Team” award in Las 
Vegas. The award recognizes the overall excellent of the news operation. 
The honor is in addition to the first-place “Best Newscast” award for Evening 
Edition and individual awards for Julie Koch (3rd place, Hard News) and Max Orenstein 
(2nd place, Videography).
The Illinois News Broadcaster’s Association also honored Evening Edition and its stu-
dents with several awards at its statewide convention in Galesburg. 
Saluki Sportsview, a monthly half-hour sportscast, took home first place in the cat-
egory of “Outstanding Soft TV Program.” The episode was produced and anchored by 
Andy Waterman.  
Suspect in custody in killings of two brothers
CHICAGO (AP) — Two brothers, aged 12 and 14, were killed and their 13-year-old 
sister was stabbed in an attack on the South Side early Thursday, authorities said.
A suspect was taken into custody within an hour of police finding the boys unrespon-
sive in their apartment, said police spokesman Monique Bond.
Police released few details of the attack, saying charges are pending against the 
man.
Bond would only say that the man is a “known acquaintance” of the family who had 
been identified by the 13-year-old.
The girl, who was stabbed in the neck, is in stable condition at a hospital. She man-
aged to flee the home and go for help to a nearby gas station, Bond said.
The medical examiner’s office said the cause of the boys’ death will not be released 
until Thursday afternoon.
Police arrived at the boys’ residence about 3:30 a.m. Thursday, Bond said. The boys 
were pronounced dead at 4:45 a.m.
Student charged after writing ‘disturbing’ essay
CARY (AP) — An 18-year-old high school student faces disorderly conduct charges 
for writing an essay that authorities described as violent and disturbing.
Allen Lee, a senior at Cary-Grove High School, was arrested near his northern Illinois 
home after penning the in-class writing assignment Monday. The assignment had been 
to use poetic conventions to express ideas and emotions.
“At the very last sentence, I said that this teacher’s method of teaching could lead to a 
school shooting,” Lee said Wednesday. He said he’d intended the entire essay as a joke.
After reading the essay, his teacher alerted the school’s principal, and district officials 
reported it to the police.
“The writing assignment depicted violence, was disturbing and inappropriate, but did 
not contain any specific locations or names,” Cary police Chief Ron Delelio said.
AccuWeather® 7-Day Forecast for Carbondale
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Ryan Rendleman 
DAILY EGYPTIAN 
Sarah Vaughn has done something no stu-
dent has done in more than 30 years.
Vaughn, a senior from Olney studying 
art, is $20,000 richer after showing Rickert-
Ziebold Award Competition judges her artis-
tic abilities in glass blowing. She is the first 
sole winner of the prize money since 1975.
Vaughn, who beat out 17 other students for 
the award, said she was consumed by disbelief 
when she was announced as the only winner. 
Two fellow students had to catch her as she 
fell backward and nearly fainted, she said. 
Vaughn said she was in a state of hyste-
ria and called her father at work because it 
was the easiest number to remember. The 
secretary at her father’s office told Vaughn 
she couldn’t talk with him because he was on 
the other line but promptly sent her through 
when she stated she won $20,000. Even then, 
Vaughn said her father was astonished. 
 “He made me say it four times,” she said.  
“A Moment of Choice,” the piece Vaughn 
entered into the show, was made from a little 
less than 16 pounds of glass and is pinned up 
against the walls of the Surplus Gallery in the 
Glove Factory in segments, which resembles 
a vein-like structure creeping across the wall 
and floor. 
Vaughn said she spent a month making the 
piece, and some days she worked for 18 hours. 
She made it with the intention that the white 
wall would represent a mind, and the vein-like 
structure would represent fears creeping into 
someone’s life. The inspiration came at a time 
in her life when she felt she needed to take 
control of her own fears, she said.
“It’s kind of about what I saw happening in 
my head,” she said.  
Vaughn said she would use 
the awarded money to pay for 
her summer tuition at Pilchuck 
Glass School, buy a kiln and 
help pay for graduate school.
Ed Shay, a professor in art 
and design who has been at the 
university for nearly 30 years, 
said this year’s contest was one 
of the finest and praised the students for the 
art they submitted. 
“This may be the very best year that we’ve 
ever had,” he said. “It was an extraordinary 
group of presentations.”
Carroll Cass, a senior from 
Alton studying art, said she 
had three paintings in the 
exhibition. Her work depicts 
1950s - style dresses and shoes 
in an attempt to shed light on 
women’s issues, she said. For 
example, one painting shows 
the shoes and dresses in a scene 
with luggage, which Cass said illustrates the 
baggage women carry with them.
“They’re really talking about women’s 
issues and things I’ve — as the older I get 
— issues that I never thought would be issues 
for me,” she said.
Cass said she felt proud she made it to the 
show and said the art was incredible. Cass also 
said she was proud of Vaughn, who she said 
deserved the award for her piece.
“It’s incredible, it’s amazing,” she said. 
“I watched her tack it up all day and 
I just couldn’t believe it, and I’m just so 
happy for her.”
ryan_rendleman@dailyegyptian.com
536-3311 ext. 268
Student awarded $20,000 for glass art
Senior first sole winner 
in more than 30 years to 
take Rickert-Ziebold prize
For more information: 
Vaughn’s award presentation 
is at 5:30 tonight in the 
Surplus Gallery of the Glove 
Factory.
2007 Rickert-
Ziebold award 
winner, Sarah 
Vaughn, a senior 
studying art, 
takes a moment 
to look at her 
work displayed in 
the Glove Factory 
Thursday morning. 
Vaughn’s piece, 
‘A Moment of 
Choice,’ was made 
by kiln formed 
glass and won a 
$20,000 award.
DUVALE RILEY
DAILY EGYPTIAN
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Washington     
General says 
conditions likely 
to get worse
WA SH I N G TO N (AP) — The U.S. mili-
tary commander in Iraq says the war effort 
may well get harder before it gets easier 
and American casualties are likely to con-
tinue to climb.
Speaking as the Senate was passing 
legislation to start bringing home U.S. 
forces in October, Gen. David Petraeus said 
the war will require “an enormous commit-
ment” by the United States.
And he said that while some sectar-
ian killings have dropped by two-thirds in 
recent months, the overall level of violence 
in Iraq has remained largely the same.
Petraeus also gave new details on what 
he called “exceedingly unhelpful activities” 
by Iran, including links to a terrorist cell that 
planned and carried out the abduction 
and murder of five U.S. soldiers in Karbala 
in January.
He said U.S. troops found a 22-page 
document on a computer during a raid last 
month that outlined details of that Jan. 20 
sneak attack on the provincial headquar-
ters in Karbala. Brothers Qais al-Khazaali 
and Laith al-Khazaali were detained in con-
nection with the attack.
New Jersey
Governor says he is 
blessed after crash
C A M D EN ,  N.J. (AP) — Gov. Jon S. 
Corzine, speaking publicly for the first time 
since he was seriously injured in an auto-
mobile crash two weeks ago, said Thursday 
that he feels blessed.
Sitting in a chair next to his bed, Corzine 
appeared in good spirits as he posed for his 
first public photographs since the April 12 
crash on the Garden State Parkway.
“I’m the most blessed person who ever 
lived,” Corzine told an Associated Press 
photographer in his hospital room.
Corzine did not allow a reporter to 
interview him. His only comment was 
made during a five-minute session with 
the photographer.
Corzine, 60, was riding in the front 
passenger seat without a seat belt 
when his sport utility vehicle, driven 
by a state trooper at 91 mph, crashed 
near Atlantic City. Aides have said he is 
not likely to resume the duties of his job 
while is in the hospital.
Georgia
Officers charged in 
drug raid death
AT L AN TA (AP) — Two police officers 
pleaded guilty Thursday to manslaugh-
ter in the shooting death of a 92-year-old 
woman during a botched drug raid last fall. 
A third officer still faces charges.
Officer J.R. Smith told a state judge 
Thursday that he regretted what had 
happened.
“I’m sorry,” the 35-year-old said, his 
voice barely audible. He pleaded guilty to 
manslaughter, violation of oath, criminal 
solicitation, making false statements and 
perjury, which was based on claims in a 
warrant.
Former Officer Gregg Junnier, 40, who 
retired from the Atlanta police in January, 
pleaded guilty to manslaughter, violation 
of oath, criminal solicitation and making 
false statements. Both men are expected 
to face more than 10 years in prison.
In a hearing later in federal court, both 
pleaded guilty to a single charge of con-
spiracy to violate a person’s civil rights, 
resulting in death. Their state and federal 
sentences would run concurrently.
Norway
Dispute over 
missile defense 
eclipses NATO 
meeting 
O S LO, Norway (AP) — Simmering 
tension between the U.S. and Russia over 
European missile defense boiled over 
Thursday at a meeting of NATO diplomats 
after President Vladimir Putin threatened 
to freeze Russia’s compliance with an arms 
control treaty.
Hours after Putin and Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice traded long-distance 
barbs on the growing divide between 
the former Cold War foes, Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov added to the fire in 
a lengthy diatribe against the United States 
and NATO.
Like Putin, Lavrov spoke of suspending 
participation in the Conventional Forces 
in Europe Treaty, which regulates deploy-
ment of military aircraft, tanks and other 
non-nuclear weapons.
Kim Gamel
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
BAGHDAD — A U.S. 
officer has been accused of aid-
ing the enemy — a charge that 
carries the death penalty — for 
allegedly providing an unmoni-
tored cell phone to detainees 
while he commanded an MP 
detachment at the jail that held 
Saddam Hussein, the military 
said Thursday.
Army Lt. Col. William H. 
Steele faces nine charges in all, 
including fraternizing with a 
prisoner’s daughter, storing and 
marking classified material, 
maintaining an inappropriate 
relationship with an interpreter 
and possessing pornographic 
videos.
The rare charges were among 
the most serious levied against a 
senior American officer in Iraq, 
but were the latest in a series 
of embarrassments for the U.S. 
military detention system here.
The alleged incidents occurred 
from October 2005 to this 
February, starting when Steele 
was commander of the 451st 
Military Police Detachment at 
Camp Cropper on the western 
outskirts of Baghdad and in 
his later post as a senior patrol 
officer for the provincial transi-
tion team headquarters at nearby 
Camp Victory, the main U.S. 
military base.
Steele was detained in 
March and is being held in 
Kuwait pending an Article 32 
hearing, the military equivalent 
of a grand jury hearing, officials 
said. His age and hometown 
were not released.
The U.S. military command 
declined to comment on the 
case but stressed nothing had 
been proven. “These are trou-
blesome allegations, but again 
they are just allegations at the 
moment,” the main U.S. military 
spokesman, Maj. Gen. William 
Caldwell, told The Associated 
Press Radio.
The most serious charge, 
aiding the enemy, was tied 
to Steele’s time at the jail at 
Camp Cropper.
Military officials refused to 
give any details about the charge, 
including who used the phone 
and how.
Saddam spent most of 
his final days at the Camp 
Cropper jail before his Dec. 30 
execution at an Iraqi military 
base in northern Baghdad, and 
many members of his regime 
remain among the facility ’s 
3,000 or so prisoners.
A new, $60 million jail opened 
at the base in August and many 
inmates were transferred there 
from Abu Ghraib prison, which 
was closed and transferred to 
Iraqi control after gaining noto-
riety for widely publicized pho-
tographs of American guards and 
interrogators abusing detainees.
Steele served at Camp 
Cropper from October 2005 
through the end of October 
2006, after which he transferred 
to Camp Victory with the 89th 
Military Police Brigade, said 
a military spokesman, Lt. Col. 
James Hutton. He was arrested 
while based at Camp Victory, the 
spokesman said.
Nedra Pickler
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
ORANGEBURG, S.C. — 
Democratic presidential hopefuls 
flashed their anti-war credentials 
Thursday night, robustly criticizing 
President Bush’s Iraq policy in an 
unusually early first debate of the 
2008 campaign.
“If this president does not get 
us out of Iraq, when I am president, 
I will,” said Sen. Hillary Rodham 
Clinton of New York, one of eight 
contenders on the debate stage.
But Clinton found herself on the 
receiving end of criticism moments 
later when former North Carolina 
Sen. John Edwards said she or any-
one else who voted to authorize 
the war should “search their con-
science.”
Edwards, in the Senate at the 
time, also cast his vote for the inva-
sion, but he has since apologized 
for it.
Of eight rivals participating in 
the debate at South Carolina State 
University, four voted earlier in 
the day to support legislation that 
cleared Congress and requires the 
beginning of a troop withdrawal by 
Oct. 1. The legislation sets a goal 
of a complete withdrawal by April 
1, 2008.
“We are one signature away from 
ending this war,” said Sen. Barack 
Obama, D-Ill. He said if Bush won’t 
change his mind about vetoing the 
bill, Democrats need to work on 
rounding up enough Republican 
votes to override him.
In addition to Clinton and 
Obama, Sens. Joe Biden of Delaware 
and Chris Dodd of Connecticut also 
cast votes earlier in the day in favor 
of the legislation.
New Mexico Gov. Bill 
Richardson, former Alaska Sen. 
Mike Gravel and Rep. Dennis 
Kucinich of Ohio also took part in 
the debate.
Bush is barred by the Constitution 
from running for re-election next 
fall, and the result is an extraordi-
narily early start to the campaign to 
succeed him.
The debate was 90 minutes long 
without opening or closing state-
ments from the candidates. Instead, 
each of the eight fielded questions 
in turn.
While Iraq dominated the 
debate’s early moments, Edwards 
was asked about having paid for a 
$400 haircut from campaign dona-
tions rather than from his own wal-
let.
“That was a mistake, which we 
remedied,” he said. A wealthy for-
mer trial lawyer, he recalled once 
having gone to dinner at a restaurant 
as a young child and having to leave 
because his father could not afford 
the prices.
“I’ve not forgotten where I came 
from,” he said.
Five of the eight — Gravel, Biden, 
Dodd, Kucinich and Richardson 
— raised their hands when modera-
tor Brian Williams of NBC News 
asked whether they had ever had a 
gun in their home.
Asked about a recent Supreme 
Court ruling that upheld a ban on 
so-called partial birth abortions, sev-
eral of the contenders replied they 
would not impose a litmus test on 
their own nominees to the high 
court.
David Espo 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASH I NGTON — In 
a bold wartime challenge to 
President Bush, the Democratic-
controlled Congress cleared legisla-
tion Thursday to begin withdrawal 
of U.S. troops from Iraq by Oct. 1 
with a goal of a complete pullout 
six months later. The White House 
dismissed the legislation as “dead 
before arrival.”
The 51-46 Senate vote was 
largely along party lines, 
and like House passage 
a day earlier it under-
scored that the war’s 
congressional oppo-
nents are far short of 
the two-thirds major-
ity needed to override a 
Bush veto.
Democrats marked 
Thursday’s final pas-
sage with a news con-
ference during which 
they repeatedly urged 
Bush to reconsider his 
veto threat. “This bill 
for the first time gives 
the president of the 
United States an exit 
strategy” from Iraq, said Rep. David 
Obey of Wisconsin.
The legislation is “in keeping 
with what the American people 
want,” added Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid of Nevada.
The White House was unmoved. 
“The president’s determined to win 
in Iraq. I think the bill that they 
sent us today is mission defeated,” 
said deputy press secretary Dana 
Perino. “This bill is dead before 
arrival.”
Given that standoff, Republicans 
and Democrats alike already were 
maneuvering for position on a fol-
low-up bill.
Senate Republican leader Mitch 
McConnell dismissed the just-
passed legislation as “political pos-
turing” by Democrats that deserves 
the veto it will receive. “The solu-
tion is simple: Take out the surren-
der date, take out the pork and get 
the funds to our troops,” he said.
The bill would provide $124.2 
billion, more than $90 billion 
of which would go 
for the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 
Democrats added bil-
lions more for domes-
tic programs, and while 
most of the debate 
focused on the troop 
withdrawal issue, some 
of the extra spend-
ing also has drawn 
Bush’s criticism.
The day’s develop-
ments amounted to a 
landmark of sorts.
The vote occurred 
nearly four years after 
Bush stood on the deck 
of an aircraft carrier 
before a banner that read “Mission 
Accomplished” — and 113 days 
after Democrats took power in 
Congress and vowed to change 
course in a war that has cost the 
lives of more than 3,300 U.S. 
troops.
During Vietnam, a longer and 
far deadlier war for U.S. forces, 
Congress went years before it was 
able to agree on legislation sig-
nificantly challenging presidential 
war policy.
War dominates Democratic debate
‘‘The president’s 
determined 
to win in Iraq.  
I think the 
bill that they 
sent us today 
is mission 
defeated.  
 
— Harry Reid
Senate majority leader
Senate paves way for 
legislative showdown
GARY O’BRIEN ~ MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE
Michele Nubuya, a student at the University of South Carolina in Columbia, shields herself from 
the afternoon sun in Orangeburg at South Carolina State University on Thursday. She and other Hillary 
Clinton supporters were on campus for the first Democratic presidential candidates’ debate.
U.S. officer could 
face death penalty
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Springtime in Carbondale brings warm 
weather, outdoor music, graduation and 
swarms of friends and relatives who flock 
to the city to watch SIUC’s commence-
ment ceremonies. 
With only two weeks remaining before 
graduation weekend — May 11 through 13 
— almost all of the rooms in Carbondale, 
Murphysboro, Carterville and Marion have 
been booked already, leaving last minute 
shoppers with few options. 
According to the Carbondale 
Convention and Tourism Bureau Web site, 
Jackson County has more 800 hotel rooms, 
only a handful of which are still available. 
In Carbondale, only the Best Inns of 
America, which has two rooms left for the 
weekend, and the Hampton Inn, which has 
one room left for May 11, had any space 
left as of Wednesday evening. 
As graduation draws closer, those look-
ing for last-minute rooms might have 
to look as far as Mount Vernon, Cape 
Girardeau or Metropolis. 
Dave Coracy, owner of B and A 
Travel Service, said his agency often 
fields many phone calls from people 
looking for rooms around this time of 
year, but he can’t help them. He said this 
is a high demand period, so almost all of 
the available rooms are filled, even at bed 
and breakfasts and cabins. 
To find rooms in the area, people will 
have to rely on cancellations. The best 
way to find canceled rooms is to call and 
talk to hotel personnel directly, Coracy 
said. 
“It’s possible, if you have direct phone 
lines and talk directly to the reservation 
staff on the property, you can sometimes 
find rooms that way,” he said. 
Using travel agencies or online res-
ervations systems usually does not work 
because hotels often overbook and don’t 
advertise open rooms, he said. Hotel 
policies often require pre-payment or a 
deposit, so even when there are cancel-
lations, the hotels still make money so 
there is no motivation to fill up rooms 
unless people call, he said. 
Coracy said his company currently 
deals with outbound tourism — leav-
ing the area for vacation — only, but 
he hopes to start working with inbound 
tourism — traveling to southern Illinois 
— in the near future. Possibly by next 
spring, he said he hopes his company 
can act as a clearinghouse for area hotel 
rooms to better assist travelers coming 
into the area. 
brandon_augsburg@dailyegyptian.com
536-3311 ext. 262
Few lodging options left 
for graduates’ families
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Kevin Lister, who works for the SIU Foundation, shopped at the Horticulture Association 
Plant Sale on Thursday afternoon. The variety of plants ranged from banana trees to cacti. 
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There might be something because people like to 
overreact after something like that.”
“
Mark McArthur
senior from Elmhurst studying radio and television
on his bag of sand and the repercussions that might arise 
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DEAR EDITOR:
I applaud Mrs. Allen’s decision to withdraw her donation. 
In this chaotic time when American soldiers and Iraqi civilians 
are being blown to bits, when thousands are being slaughtered in 
Darfur and when dozens of students have been gunned down at 
Virginia Tech, I am glad to see she has her priorities straight in 
defending what truly matters: Nocturnal rodents! And who better 
to punish for the tragic deaths of these beavers then the liberal arts 
students? As someone who majored in history, I think this was 
a wise choice. History and music majors are notorious for their 
bloodlust, and likely would have used this money for clubs and 
cudgels to bludgeon baby seals.
All sarcasm aside, Mrs. Allen’s behavior is galling and imma-
ture. It’s bad enough that she’s using her money to bully SIU, but 
to withdraw it in such a public manner? While you’re at it, why 
not call a press conference and wave a check in the air, saying 
“Nah, nah, nah, nah, nah, you can’t have it!” She had other options. 
She could have funded campus conservation. Or she could have 
started a petition. Heck, how about a good ‘ole fashioned sit-in?
I guess what she believes in isn’t worth getting her hands a 
little dirty. My mom used to tell me, “Don’t cut off your nose to 
spite your face.” Allen is doing that one better. She’s cutting off the 
noses of the students to spite the hardworking men and women 
who keep SIU clean and beautiful. I say that if she’s going to be 
so petty with her “generosity,” then UW is welcome to her sweaty 
cash. God help them if someone steps on a cockroach. Now if you 
will excuse me, I’m off to go hunting for mockingbirds.
Brian Rose
graduate student in mass communication and media arts 
Allen’s behavior immature
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Nathan Woodcock
GUEST COLUMNIST
This letter is in response to Mr. Cates’ uninformed 
guest column in the April 25 edition of the DAILY 
EGYPTIAN in which he states that 
there are many questions without 
any answers. Mr. Cates, here are 
your answers. Mr. Cates in fact 
reinforces the view of the DE in 
choosing to spotlight the accom-
plishments of the winner because 
he did “push himself to the physical 
limit.” Winning is a part of athlet-
ics. In every sport there is a winner 
who deserves to be celebrated. I 
suppose Mr. Cates would want the 
losing team in the Super Bowl or 
World Series to receive equal press. 
Why pursue the goal of winning if 
the reward is the same? This is not 
elementary school where everyone 
wins. 
The show was called the Mr. and 
Mrs. SIUC show because the com-
petition was open to both women and men. The real-
ity is that no women chose to compete. If the author 
wanted to see women compete, the SIUC Bodybuilding 
Club would greatly have welcomed his support in 
recruiting female contestants. The same is true with the 
fitness division, in which there were also no contestants. 
In regards to Mr. Cates’ questioning of the relation-
ship between the winner and myself, I would guess 
that nearly all competitors in the show would consider 
themselves to be my friend. After you spend a long 
period of time helping someone prepare for such an 
endeavor, you tend to form a friendship. I put in many 
long hours teaching the competitors how to pose so  
they would be adequately prepared for the event. 
Mr. Cates’ assertion that the winner is selected 
ahead of time is entirely untrue and an insult not only 
to me, but also to all of the other judges, including Dr. 
Banz and Dr. Becque, esteemed SIUC faculty members. 
As far as not seeing the contestants ahead of time, 
the reality is that there is a lack of individuals with 
the knowledge and expertise in bodybuilding to teach 
posing and other elements of contest preparation. 
Who would you suggest to teach these individuals the 
essential elements of bodybuilding? It would have been 
completely unprofessional to host an event and not pro-
vide adequate preparation. If there was only one judge, 
Mr. Cates may have a point, but there were in fact four 
judges. Additionally, as SIUC students we all use the 
same Recreation Center. Even if I hadn’t taught contest 
preparation, I still would have seen these competitors 
every day working out at the Recreation Center. This 
practice was no different than in previous years. 
Finally, Mr. Cates seems to believe that the DE 
somehow knew the winner in advance. Last year the 
DE did do a feature story on my contest preparation 
that included the 15 weeks prior to the competition. 
There was no way for the reporter to know that far in 
advance who all of the competitors even were. This 
year’s coverage of the winner was all compiled following 
the completion of the show. The DE did not inter-
view me or the winner until the competition was over. 
The DE also took a large amount of pictures, likely to 
ensure that they had photos of everyone, as the winner 
was not yet determined. 
Mr. Cates, maybe you should do some research 
before you make such wild and unfounded accusations 
which are an insult to myself as well as all of this year’s 
great competitors who did have the “intestinal forti-
tude” to do what you could not have done. 
Woodcock is president of the SIUC Bodybuilding Club. 
He is a senior studying organizational 
communication.
Every sport has a winner to be celebrated
The reality 
is that there 
is a lack of  
individuals with 
the knowledge 
and expertise in 
bodybuilding to 
teach posing and 
other elements 
of  contest 
preparation. 
DEAR EDITOR:
The new SIU Web site is great. The pictures that flash on the 
homepage are breathtaking. Along with captions like “scenic” and 
“diversity,” you really get an idea of what SIU is all about. It’s just 
missing one thing — that is a picture of a mutilated beaver with 
the caption “Beaver Killers.”
I have recently been reading about SIU and its decision to kill 
beavers. It honestly disgusts me that this great university would 
do such a thing. I am a Thompson Point resident and I am by the 
lake everyday. Being able to see a beaver on campus right outside 
my residence hall is a unique opportunity that many people can’t 
experience at other colleges. I love SIU a little bit more than I 
already do for the fact that I can encounter a beaver.
My love for SIU has taken a hit after hearing that it murders 
beavers. The same has happened to alumna Lorie Allen, who 
decided to remove SIU from her will after what they have been 
doing to the beavers, among other things. I applaud her actions 
and hope other alumni do the same in order to put an end to these 
beaver killings. The fact that beavers are being killed due to loss of 
vegetation around the lake is pathetic. I have seen two puny trees 
that have been cut down by beavers. That is what beavers do in 
their environment. We should just let the ecosystem be.
I agree with Lorie Allen’s claim that the university kills beavers 
when students aren’t on campus to avoid controversy. I am sure 
university officials don’t want students to look out their windows 
and witness a beaver receiving the firing squad. They do this to 
avoid an uproar from students. Well, here is your uproar (albeit a 
small one).
Patrick Brennan
freshman studying cinema
Leave it to beavers
DEAR EDITOR:
In response to the article “Alumna removes university 
from will after beaver killings,” I applaud Mrs. Allen’s put-
ting her money where her mouth is. She is correct in not 
supporting institutions whose policies and actions are con-
trary to her fundamental beliefs. 
The university’s decision to wipe out the “engineer of the 
animal world” seems short sighted when there are readily 
available humane, long-term and cost-effective solutions. 
The university community would be well served to 
educate themselves on the natural history of the beaver and 
effective ways to resolve human-beaver conflicts — before 
the problems become critical. A review of www.beaversww.
org/index.html and “An Introduction to Non-Lethal Beaver 
Management” at dnr.metrokc.gov would be a good first step.
Most conflicts can be resolved using solutions that are 
humane, ethical and in the long-term, more effective and less 
expensive than trapping family after family of beavers. 
Sarah Rulnick
Charlton, Mass.
Trapping the engineers of 
the animal world
• Letters and guest columns must be submitted 
with author’s contact information, preferably via 
e-mail. All letters are limited to 300 words and 
columns to 500 words. All topics are acceptable. 
All submissions are subject to editing. 
• Phone number required to verify authorship (number 
will not be published). STUDENTS must include year and 
major. FACULTY must include rank and department.   
NON-ACADEMIC STAFF include position and department. 
OTHERS include hometown.  
• Letters and guest columns can be sent to                 
voices@dailyegyptian.com.
• We reserve the right to not publish any letter 
or guest column.
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DEAR EDITOR:
The DAILY EGYPTIAN totally missed the mark 
with its editorial, “Women’s transit needs to go.” To 
say that this service should be shut down because 
people are supposedly abusing it is absurd, not to 
mention the fact that your entire editorial is devoid of 
any supporting evidence. Where is the interview with 
drivers who say that the service is abused? How about 
a few “word on the street” quotes about how males on 
campus are supposedly angry that they do not have 
their own transit service?
Well, since you did not provide any support for 
your argument, I will try to provide some for mine.
First off, let me state some quick facts and their 
sources: One in three women will be the victim of 
sexual violence at some point in their life (Population 
Reports: Ending Violence Against Women, 2000), 
91 percent of sexual assault victims are women and 
68 percent of sexual assaults occur at night, between 6 
p.m. and 6 a.m. (Bureau of Justice Statistics, 1997).
A quick look at the Web site of the local Women’s 
Center says that 278 individuals in the local area 
received sexual assault services in 2005. When you 
consider that it is estimated that only 10 to 30 percent 
of women who are raped ever report it (Bureau of 
Justice Statistics, 2003), that means there are poten-
tially 2,780 sexual assaults in the local area every year. 
The DE stated that: “It’s unclear how people have 
been able to take advantage of the system...” but then 
gives its own examples. Are there some people that use 
the night transit for the purposes other than intended? 
Probably. But to say that women, more often than not, 
use it as a free taxi is inflammatory and inconsequen-
tial. They are still getting delivered to their destination 
safely. I’d be interested to know if the editors at the DE 
have ever asked a woman how safe she feels walking 
across campus at night. 
While men are the victims of violence as well, the 
answer is not to shut down the night transit, as you 
suggest, but to expand it. Simply saying that the bus is 
enough is absurd, as it doesn’t take much to envision a 
criminal waiting on the bus for a woman to exit, then 
following her to her house or dorm. If you expanded 
the transit to be all-inclusive, then everyone could be 
assured a safe trip to his or her doorstep without being 
followed. While this may seem costly, I think if we 
can somehow manage to fund a campus expansion 
program that will cost hundreds of millions of dollars, 
we can find a way to make our students a little bit safer 
at night.
I also found it interesting that the DE chose to 
focus on women that are supposedly misusing a transit 
service, instead of asking the real question: Why are 
men attacking our women to the point where these 
services become necessary?
David Amerson
Women’s Self-Defense Instructor
Student Recreation Center
Transit service shutdown 
not the solution
DEAR EDITOR:
I would like to respond to Thursday’s front page 
article about the evacuation in Lawson. Interim 
Chancellor John Dunn talked about how pleased 
he was with how the situation was handled. Pleased 
about what? It was also mentioned that alerts went out 
through e-mail and the SIUC radio system. I was on 
campus all day and did not hear anything about a sus-
picious package or evacuation until 2:30, and I heard it 
from a friend who heard it from a friend.
Now, what if something had actually happened 
and the way to get the word out was to be alerted by 
e-mail? Aren’t the majority of students on campus in 
class at any given time? So what good is a mass e-mail 
if everyone isn’t sitting in front of the computer to 
receive it? Well, of course those in the immediate vicin-
ity and those who just happen to be in front of a com-
puter were alerted, but what about everyone else?
SIU needs to come up with a better plan to get 
information out. If Thursday’s evacuation is any indica-
tion on how SIU would handle an actual emergency, 
it’s time to transfer.
L. Mo’Nique Kirkwood
junior studying health care management
SIUC needs better plan
Demetrous White
STUDENT COLUMNIST
I want to start this article off 
by first thanking the students who 
came out to vote a few weeks ago. 
As your new Undergraduate 
Student Government president, 
I will do all I can to reach out 
to you and to inform you of vital 
issues facing the student body. It 
means a lot when your peers have 
confidence in you. Vice President 
Candace Fletcher and I will do 
our best to make you proud.  
Unfortunately, the work never 
ends. As you may have read, 
USG was presented with a plan 
to replace women’s night transit 
with an extension to the late 
night bus route, calling it the 
Saluki Express Shuttle. 
It is our job to find out what 
students think about this issue. As 
I campaigned, 
I made cam-
pus safety 
one of my 
top priorities. 
I feel that it 
is important 
that students are comfortable in 
their environment. 
This new service would be 
open to everyone, students would 
ride free (but not really, we pay 
for it through a fee) and individu-
als may have to walk two to four 
blocks to get to their destinations. 
While the night transit is only 
open to women, it does drop them 
off at their door.
The current set up for funding 
the woman’s night transit service 
is that it comes 
out of the stu-
dent activity fee. 
If students want 
this change, 
what would 
happen is that 
the $1.45 that is taken out of the 
student activity fee would then 
go to fund the new bus program 
being run by Mass Transit.
I believe that if students pay 
into a fee they should be able to 
benefit from it. That is the philos-
ophy we followed on the finance 
committee and it is the only one, 
in my opinion, that makes sense. 
Having said that, I will say 
this: Earlier this year I passed 
legislation in support of women’s 
night transit. 
As a man, I personally do not 
have an issue with spending $1.40 
to make sure some young woman 
arrives home safely. However, I do 
not speak for myself, and that is 
why the Undergraduate Student 
Government needs your input. 
This is a vital issue with huge 
implications. Send me an e-mail 
or stop by the USG office on the 
third floor of the Student Center. 
We welcome you.
White is a senior 
studying psychology.
Let’s hit the ground and run
I believe that if  
students pay into a fee 
they should be able to 
benefit from it. 
STUDENT COLUMN
DEAR EDITOR:
Kudos to Lorie Allen for sending her money to 
the University of Washington in protest of the beaver 
kills occurring at Campus Lake. Has Mr. Gatton or 
the administration ever stopped to think that perhaps 
the natural setting and abundant wildlife that exist on 
this campus are some of the very few positive attributes 
that set SIUC apart from other university campuses?
I completely understand the need to protect the 
public’s safety with respect to the notable attacks from 
deer, but I think you cross the line when the solution to 
all problems involving animals on or around campus is 
culling. Mr. Gatton has indicated that there is no other 
solution to the beaver “problem” other than death. Are 
you serious? The Shawnee National Forest is five 
minutes from campus. Lakes, ponds and streams are 
abundant in this area. I find it hard to believe that trap-
ping and relocating these animals was an impossible 
task. Yes, beavers may be of the rodent family, but most 
would argue they are a bit higher on the food chain 
than mice or rats.
Moreover, beavers serve a purpose in our 
ecosystem. They create habitat for other animals, help 
to create wetlands and beavers tend to self-regulate by 
decreasing their rate of reproduction when their popu-
lation in an area reaches a certain level. The end result 
of killing or even removing these beavers will be that 
new beavers will move in, which means a never ending 
“problem.” Therefore, I suggest we co-exist with the 
beaver. Believe it or not, some people actually like to 
observe wildlife in their natural settings.
Anyone who has walked or run around Campus 
Lake of late will likely agree that the least of the prob-
lems are the beavers. Light poles are falling over, the 
path is overgrown, blacktop is in disrepair in many 
places and Campus Lake is full of scum and trash. The 
least of the problems are beavers destroying vegetation!
If the Physical Plant and the administration are so 
quick to deal with complaints, I have a few. A bullfrog 
jumped into Campus Lake the other day and nearly 
scared me to death!  Soon after, I tripped on a walnut 
that a squirrel dropped from a tree! How can I be 
expected to recreate in a natural setting that is so full 
of nuisances? 
I say let’s kill all the bullfrogs and squirrels. Heck, 
just cut down all the trees, drain Campus Lake, fill it in 
with cement and call it a day.
Bart Hammig
associate professor of health education
Beavers serve purpose 
in ecosystem
“I think it’s another tool that is 
available with varying degrees of suc-
cess, with some service limitation, but 
it is an idea worth pursuing as another 
option,” he said.
Sigler said he has looked at dif-
ferent companies, but he needs to 
research it more. 
Aaron Thompson, a senior from 
Carbondale studying cinema and pho-
tography, said he found out about the 
suspicious package Wednesday after 
police discovered it was a bag of sand, 
and he did not receive an e-mail.
“Since everyone has a cell phone 
that would definitely be a good step 
for getting a hold of people in an 
emergency,” he said.
Thompson said a text-message 
might be sent during a false alarm but 
it’s better that everyone knows. 
“You never know if it’s going to be 
a false alarm or it’s real, so you definite-
ly want to know,” he said. “Hopefully, 
it would be something we would never 
have to use.”
Sievers said SIUC is focused on 
increasing campus security, and isn’t 
the only one.
“I’m sure every university in the 
country is going through the same 
thing, and they didn’t have another 
sand scare like we did,” he said.
gonzalez@siu.edu
536-3311 ext. 266
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“If you were able to increase 
by 10 percent the fraction of your 
freshman class that you keep from 
the first to second year, some of 
those enrollment problems would 
go away,” he said.
Frederick also said SIUC is simi-
lar to UNR in that it is complacent 
in being a quality university that 
flies under the national radar.
“Don’t ever be proud of being the 
best kept secret. Be proud of what 
you are and be proud of what you 
offer your students,” he said.
Anthropology professor Jane 
Adams said she appreciated 
Frederick’s insight.
“He seemed knowledgeable, 
accessible, forthright, had some good 
ideas. He seemed to understand 
many aspects of our university,” she 
said. “Just from this very brief inter-
action with him, he seemed like he 
might be a good fit.”
Adams said Frederick’s responses 
seemed well thought out and prac-
tical, but he lacked the supreme 
vision for the university shown by 
previous leaders such as former SIU 
President Delyte Morris and current 
SIU President Glenn Poshard.
“I didn’t see that in him, in the 
way he articulated what he said. 
That doesn’t mean it’s not there. 
It just means he didn’t articulate it 
here,” she said.
Sociology professor and former 
Faculty Senate President Robert 
Benford said Frederick seemed to 
say all the right things, but did not 
leave him with a strong impression. 
He said he was concerned about 
some of the things he heard regard-
ing Frederick’s leadership at UNR.
“We do not need another mon-
arch, king style of leader at SIUC. 
We’ve suffered under that leader-
ship style in the past,” he said. “We 
need someone who is genuinely 
collaborative at all levels with all 
constituency groups to work hand 
in hand rather than to tell us what 
to do.”
Benford added that he wished 
more faculty members were in 
attendance at the forum, but said 
he didn’t think it was because of 
ambivalence or apathy.
“Part of it is probably tim-
ing rather than necessarily a 
lack of interest,” he said. “We’re 
all exhausted, we have stacks of 
papers to grade, and the timing of 
having the candidates on campus 
— I don’t want to second guess the 
search committee — but it’s very 
difficult timing.”
Frederick is set to hold additional 
public sessions today for staff at 8:30 
a.m. and students at 9:45 a.m. in the 
School of Law auditorium.
Those in attendance at all forums 
will be asked to fill out evaluations 
of the finalists, the results of which 
will be tallied by John Haller, vice 
president for Academic Affairs. 
Haller said he would give the 
information to Poshard to consider 
in the recommendation he plans to 
give to the Board of Trustees at its 
June 14 meeting in Carbondale.
sean_mcgahan@dailyegyptian.com
536-3311 ext. 254
FINALIST
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CHAMPAIGN — More than 
a day passed between the moment 
Bryan and Renee Cloyd realized their 
daughter, Austin, might be among the 
students shot at Virginia Tech and the 
moment they knew she was gone.
It was a period punctuated 
by emotional highs and lows, they 
said in an interview this week with 
The (Champaign) News-Gazette. 
Moments of hope were scattered 
through those long hours, but they 
eventually ended with the reality that 
their 18-year-old daughter was among 
the 32 people killed April 16 by gun-
man Cho Seung-Hui.
Bryan Cloyd, an accounting pro-
fessor at Virginia Tech, moved his 
family to Blacksburg, Va., in 2005 
from Champaign.
He works two buildings away from 
Norris Hall, where his daughter and 
most of the other victims were shot, 
and was in his office that Monday 
morning when he learned that some-
thing was wrong at the hall.
Checking his daughter’s class 
schedule, he found that she should 
be in French class in the building. 
Austin, a freshman, was majoring in 
International Studies and French, 
hoping one day to work with the 
United Nations.
Bryan and Renee Cloyd both 
started calling their daughter’s cell 
phone and sending her text messages. 
There was no response.
But they reasoned that, if she ran 
from the building, she might have left 
her phone behind.
The parents then began calling 
local hospitals, none of which had 
Austin Cloyd. The parents initially 
took that to be good news.
“Then at some point it dawned 
on us,” Bryan Cloyd said. “If she’s not 
there, it’s bad news.”
But there would be more hopeful 
moments for the Cloyds.
A federal agent with whom 
Bryan Cloyd talked earlier in the day 
called that evening, saying Austin 
Cloyd might be at a hospital in 
nearby Roanoke.
Renee Cloyd packed a bag, ready to 
spend the night. But when they arrived 
at Roanoke Memorial Hospital, they 
learned their daughter wasn’t there.
“What I learned from that was 
when I had given up hope, I could still 
hope again,” Bryan Cloyd said.
Parents of slain Va. Tech student 
remember moments of hope
TEXT
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While southern Illinois isn’t 
quite what comes to mind when 
one thinks about Celtic family 
heritage, the area is actually one 
where Scottish and Irish immi-
grants settled in the 
early 1800s — and 
isn’t hesitant to cel-
ebrate it. 
“There’s not that 
much of an opportu-
nity for people to get 
exposed to this kind of 
music,” said Connie 
Shanahan, direc-
tor of the Southern 
Illinois Irish Festival. 
“There’s a lot about 
the culture that’s 
worth sharing, too.
“There’s a very 
rich literary tradition, 
and there is a spirit to 
the Celtic people that transcends 
the music itself, even. They’re 
very charitable, very friendly 
and open.”
This weekend, the 10th annual 
Southern Illinois Irish Festival 
will be held at Turley Park, fea-
turing many of the same events 
and a couple new ones, as well. 
For new events this year, there 
will be a Sunday concert series 
as well as a bags tournament on 
Saturday afternoon. 
The Sunday concert features 
several local and area musicians, 
including local 
favorite The 
Dorians, and also 
performances from 
The Gordons, 
The Bankester 
Family, Blackberry 
Blossoms and Dan 
Keding. This jam 
session, beginning 
at 11 a.m. and 
lasting through 4 
p.m., is to show 
the similarities 
between American 
and Celtic music 
cultures. 
“What we are 
doing is bringing in some local 
bluegrass musicians and help-
ing people to see the connection 
between some of the Celtic music 
and what has become American 
traditional music,” Connie 
Shanahan said. 
For the night crowd, there are 
also Celtic acts performing at 8 p.m. 
on Friday and Saturday at Mugsy 
McGuire’s, across the street from 
Turley Park, and many performers 
throughout the day on Saturday. 
Craobh Rua, a traditional Celtic-
music playing band from Belfast, 
Northern Ireland, will perform on 
Friday, and Liz Carroll and John 
Doyle, a duo from Michigan, will 
perform on Saturday. 
However, there will be no men 
throwing 56-pound stones during 
the night concerts; those activi-
ties take place at the Celtic Fair 
on Saturday at Turley Park. Other 
than the music, the Highland 
Games are also a very impor-
tant part of Celtic culture. The 
Highland Games have been per-
formed in Scotland and around the 
world for centuries, and still take 
place today. 
These events include throws 
of stones weighing 28 pounds and 
56 pounds, and also throws of a 
56 pound weight and a 16 pound 
burlap sack over a bar. The winners 
are those who throw them the fur-
thest and the highest. The games also 
include a caber toss, which is a gigan-
tic piece of wood, comparable to a 
telephone pole, which is thrown. 
Performing in the Highland 
Games are the Ancient Athletics 
from Springfield. The company has 
been competing in the Highland 
Games for about 15 years, and 
the performers wear kilts while 
doing it all. 
“Women like us and the men 
want to be us,” said Merl Lawless, 
the athletic director of Ancient 
Athletics. 
“No, it’s a lot of fun, and you’re 
wearing the kilt, first of all, and a lot 
of people have never seen anyone in 
a kilt.”
Lawless, whose family heritage 
is Scottish and Irish, has been com-
peting with the company for the 
last five years, but he has been com-
peting in national Scottish ham-
mer throw tournaments for roughly 
seven years and has even traveled 
to Scotland to compete in a world 
championship. He said the group 
probably gets the most attention at 
first because of the kilts. 
“They first tease you and make 
fun of you, and eventually say, 
‘Where can I get one?,’” he said. 
“It’s been said that a man in a kilt is 
a man and a half.”
Along with the Highland 
Games, SIUC’s Medieval Combat 
Society will be fighting with fake 
medieval weapons, and the Society 
for Creative Anachronisms will 
also be fighting medieval-style. A 
couple dozen vendors will open 
up shop and sell goods, and there 
will also be two alcohol tents where 
beer and Owl Creek Winery wine 
can be purchased. 
While the Southern Illinois Irish 
Festival celebrates Celtic culture, 
you don’t have to be of Celtic heri-
tage to enjoy the festival. Lawless 
said he hopes it inspires people of 
all cultures to learn more about their 
family’s history. 
“It doesn’t matter what your 
culture is,” Lawless said. “I think 
it’s really important that young 
people find out who they are. It 
gives you something to be 
proud of.”
www.siude.com/pulse
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Gloria Bode says we watch the movies 
so you don’t have to. Check our 
reviews on Monday 
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Not just another St. Patty’s Day celebration
Weekend entertainment lineup full for 
annual Southern Illinois Irish Festival
FRIDAY:
8 p.m. at Mugsy’s: Craobh Rua (pro-
nounced “crave ro-ah”), a Belfast, 
Northern Ireland-based traditional 
Celtic band. Tickets are $16 in advance, 
$18 at the door. 
SATURDAY:
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Turley Park:
 Highland Games: Battle of the 
Clans with the Ancient Athletes, 
the St. Louis Irish Arts, Dan Keding 
Storyteller, Chris McBrien The Magic 
Storyteller and many vendors. 
SUNDAY:
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Turley Park: 
Music from The Gordons, Dan Keding, 
Blackberry Blossoms, Dan Cheatum, 
The Dorians, The Bankester Family 
and The Tomato Kings. 
Concert information: 
Tickets for the concerts at 
Mugsy’s can be bought 
at the BookWorm Rosetta 
Stone Bookstore, and 
Corum Deo Books (Irish 
store on Reed Station Road), 
New Ages/Other Worlds 
in Murphysboro. General 
admission tickets for the 
festival at Turley Park can be 
purchased for $2 at the gate. 
 For more info, visit the Web 
site at www.silirishfest.org.!
VERONICA  HILBRING
veronica_hilbring@
dailyegyptian.com
Veronicolumn
Straight Snitchin’ 
Entertainment
Imagine that you are getting in 
your car in broad daylight and some-
one shoots you from behind. There 
are neighbors outside everywhere 
and everyone sees the shooter. The 
police arrive and all of a sudden no 
one knows anything about it. No one 
says anything because no one wants 
to be a snitch. 
A snitch is seen as the lowest 
of low in many urban communi-
ties. Back in the day, a snitch was 
a fellow criminal who was going to 
go down and informed police on a 
fellow criminal to get out 
of trouble.
Today, a snitch is 
anyone who helps police 
in any way. How is that 
being a snitch? Maybe it’s 
because my brother is a 
police officer, but I don’t 
understand the correlation 
of being a good citizen in 
your community to being 
a rat. 
This snitch idea came 
to me from watching an 
Anderson Cooper special 
about this phenomenon sweeping 
urban black communities. The phe-
nomenon is so big that people of 
all ages in urban communities wear 
“Stop Snitchin’” T-shirts. The mes-
sage is spread throughout rap music. 
A rapper is condemned if he is 
labeled as a snitch. People in neigh-
borhoods across America feel as if 
they have to abide by this code of the 
street. I really hate those T-shirts. 
I can’t really understand why peo-
ple wouldn’t want to talk to police. 
You are the one who has to live in that 
community. I do understand that there 
could be some retaliation if you see a 
crime and report it. Unfortunately, it 
always takes a tragic event to occur 
before a community agrees that some-
thing needs to done.
Siretha White, a 10-year-old, and 
Starkesia Reed, a 14-year-old, had to 
be killed in the Englewood commu-
nity of Chicago before the turbulent 
community agreed that some action 
had to be taken.  
But I couldn’t sleep at night 
knowing the petty gangster in the 
neighborhood killed my neighbor 
and I did nothing about it. In the 
morning, I would still have 
to look myself in the mir-
ror. 
I can recall a situation 
one time when my best 
friend Michael and I were 
at another friend’s house. 
All of a sudden a bunch 
of guys from the neigh-
borhood showed up with 
bats trying to beat my best 
friend up! I went in the 
house and called the police 
immediately and didn’t 
think twice about it. What 
kind of a person or friend would I 
be if I didn’t do anything about it? A 
pretty bogus one.
Don’t get me wrong, — if you feel 
like you’ve been violated and don’t 
want to report it, then you have to 
live with that. But don’t complain 
that you feel unsafe in your neigh-
borhood and you aren’t willing to 
do anything about it. People fail to 
realize that it is up to them to make 
a difference in the world. 
But I watch my favorite TV show, 
“America’s Most Wanted,” almost 
every week and if I see you, don’t be 
mad if I call John Walsh. 
Sorry.
I need that reward money.
This snitch idea 
came to me from 
watching an 
Anderson Cooper 
special about this 
phenomenon 
sweeping 
urban black 
communities.
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Aldon Addington of Carbondale stands among the art that is his life on Thursday. Addington, a retired SIUC teacher in the Department of 
Art and Design for 34 years, and his wife, Dona Bachman, director of the University Museum, have lived in their predominately all-metal home, 
no nails included, for about a year. Addington has been building his house and surrounding environment for seven and a half years.
The structure’s design offers a gradual transition from the inside to the outside environment and vice versa. There are many windows that allow 
ample atmospheric viewing.   
Most of the metal that Addington used for their home and for his sculptures is recycled. ‘There weren’t very many trees logged down to build 
the house,’ Addington said. He hired students to help him construct the residence and will have Ted Peterson, an architectural student, as a full-
time employee this summer. The two will work to complete several sculptural projects that are on the premises. 
The home is a one-room structure with a bedroom loft. The inside and outside area is adorned with numerous works of art, including a steel 
fountain that juts from the small rock-rimmed pond in the yard. Addington exhibits his work throughout the nation, and Carbondale recently 
purchased a sculpture of his, ‘Ring of Friendship,’ which is located by the intersection of Mill Street and U.S. 51 North.   
A sculptor’s abode
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
A small tornado tore off parts 
of a nursing home’s roof, flipped 
over a minivan and damaged several 
homes in Will County on Thursday 
but no injuries were reported, 
authorities said.
The Will County Emergency 
Management Agency initially report-
ed the storm had blown the vehi-
cle onto the roof of the Lakewood 
Nursing & Rehabilitation Center, 
but further investigation revealed 
the minivan had flipped over onto 
a pickup truck outside the build-
ing, according to John Konopek, 
an assistant coordinator with the 
agency in Plainfield.
The tornado touched down at 
2:57 p.m. in Plainfield and continued 
for just more than 3 miles, cutting a 
5-yard path, which is narrow for a 
tornado, National Weather Service 
meteorologist Casey Sullivan said.
The tornado lifted at 3:02 p.m. in 
nearby Bolingbrook, Sullivan said. It 
was given the lowest rating on a scale 
measuring tornado strength.
Sullivan said winds were esti-
mated between 65 and 80 miles per 
hour.
The Lakewood Center houses 
about 100 residents, mostly elderly, 
who were moved to a hallway when 
staff members noticed the severe 
weather, according to spokeswoman 
Julie Hearst.
“You could hear wind and a few 
pops,” she said.
Hearst said portions of the roof 
were ripped off in the tornado.
Residents were let back into their 
rooms after officials from the fire 
department determined that the one 
story building was structurally sound, 
Hearst said.
Tornado hits 
Will County
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MAUVE PUTTY ROBBER DEADLYYesterday’s Jumbles:Answer: What he did while he listened to the baseball
game — DROVE HER “BATTY”
by Glenn McCoy The Duplex
by Justin Borus and Andrew FeinsteinGirls and Sports
By Linda Black
Today’s Birthday (04-27-07). A child 
requires instruction this year, in the true 
value of a dollar. It won’t be an easy les-
son, but very valuable for all concerned 
To get the advantage, check the day’s 
rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most 
challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) - Today is a 
9 - You’re getting into the difficult part of 
the project, but don’t complain. This is the 
work you’ve been trained to do, and you’ll 
profit well by it.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) - Today is a 
6 - A loved one may not understand why 
you don’t want to take the risk. Your intu-
ition is good if you’re feeling a gamble 
now leads to a loss.
Gemini (May 21-June 21) - Today is a 
6 - You’ll get your best ideas in your own 
private space. Now’s a great time to find a 
way to work out of your own home. You’ll 
be a lot more productive, and happier.
Cancer (June 22-July 22) - Today is a 
6 - Friends are good for emotional sup-
port, and some good ideas. Not every-
thing they suggest will work, however. 
Use your own common sense.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Today is a 6 
- The good news is that you’re making 
money. The bad news is that a dear friend 
or loved one wants to help you spend 
it. Resist the sweet temptation. Don’t 
gamble yet, either.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Today is an 
8 - There’ll be a few things you want to 
change about your living arrangements. 
This is perfectly normal. Your life is a work 
in progress.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - Today is a 5 
- Cleaning up takes precedence now. Get 
rid of stuff you don’t need. Make enough 
room for a new project to develop, the 
first of the week.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - Today is a 
6 - Before you leave the job early, make 
sure you have what’s coming due. If you 
pick up the tab tonight, expect to find 
hidden expenses.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Today 
is an 8 - You’re making a good impres-
sion and could get a nice promotion. 
Don’t hold out for more money yet. That 
will come later.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Today 
is a 7 - You may not get far away from 
home this weekend, but you can take 
a practice run to a place you’ll enjoy 
immensely. Don’t just sit around.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Today 
is a 5 - Conditions are good for invest-
ing in real estate, if you have the cash. If 
not, well, maybe next time. Instead, start 
saving up.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Today is 
a 6 - New situations often lead to new 
problems. Such is the case now. Work 
out a compromise or two, to avoid melt-
downs.
(c) 2007, Tribune Media Services Inc.
Distributed by McClatchy-Tribune
Sudoku  By Michael Mepham
Solution to Saturday’s puzzle
Complete the grid so each row, column and 3-by-
3 box (in bold borders) contains every digit 1 to
9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk.
© 2007 Michael Mepham. Distributed by Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.
2/12/07
Level: 1 2 3 4
Sudoku on your cell phone. Enter 783658.com in your mobile Web browser. Get a free game!
l ti  t  Thurs
by Marc ChybaJohn and the Giraffe
by nikki proctorCollege and Cats
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by Brent AlexanderPirates vs Ninjas
(Answers tomorrow)
LIGHT AROMA DETAIN GASKET
the pupils xp rienced when they failed
the multiplication test — HARD “TIMES”
Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.
THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
OVEBA
LUCCK
AMSOUF
TIPSEC
©2007 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.
www.jumble.com 
Answer here:
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In Springfield on Wednesday, in 
addition to its usual swarm of lob-
byists, the capitol building was full 
of small packs of maroon-clad stu-
dents and faculty with a message 
for legislators. 
The group of about 100 SIUC 
representatives found its way to visit 
legislators and push bills to increase 
funding for higher education, and 
most importantly, increase funding 
for the university.
About 1,000 people from at least 
15 organizations, including other 
state universities and teacher’s unions, 
came to voice higher education fund-
ing concerns this year.
 “We may be from all differ-
ent universities from all around the 
state, but we’re here today under 
one tent speaking with one voice,” 
said Ken Swanson, president of the 
Illinois Education Association, at a 
rally before the lobbying.
It took collaborated efforts to 
recruit the highest turnout in SIUC 
lobby day history, one organizer said.
“It was really a project that 
showed the different kinds of leader-
ship within the university,” said Nate 
Brown, a senior from Chester study-
ing political science. 
The former USG president, with 
the help of nine students from a 
political science honors course, con-
tacted the chancellor’s 
office and every col-
lege dean to ensure 
every facet of SIUC 
was represented. 
“Some years you 
have more interesting 
debates going on than 
other years, and this 
is a year that there’s a 
really strong likelihood 
that the legislature’s 
going to pass some 
legislation that might 
lead to some additional 
funding for public pur-
poses like higher ed,” 
said the honors class’ 
professor, Barb Brown. 
“This year, we really 
needed to have a very large and effec-
tive group of students and faculty, 
and I think we’ve got that.”
State Sen. Louis Vivirito, a mem-
ber of the higher education com-
mittee and assistant majority leader, 
was one of the key legislators on the 
lobbyists’ target list.
“They probably had the greatest 
impact on me, and they probably 
had the biggest smiles,” Vivirito said. 
“I think it really does make a differ-
ence because you’re getting to the 
actual ideas of what you need and 
what you want on the assistance and 
the programs, that’s the only way we 
hear it.”
Although the day’s purpose was 
to increase funding for the state, 
one student got the 
opportunity to get an 
immediate solution to 
her own personal col-
lege funding.
Danielle Rios, 
a freshman from 
Chicago studying 
administration of jus-
tice, said she received 
a full-year scholarship 
for next year from her 
hometown representa-
tive, William Delgado, 
while lobbying for the 
state. Rios went to 
Springfield to represent 
the Hispanic Student 
Council and spent the 
day seeking out mem-
bers of the Latino caucus.
“I’m so grateful to my rep-
resentative for being such a 
down-to-earth guy,” she said. 
“A lot of the things he said were 
very inspiring.”
Theresa Bates, a senior from 
Benton in paralegal studies who had 
a government internship, lobbied 
for higher education knowing what 
it is like to be on the other side 
of the debate.
“I thought they were just here to 
push their issues and ask for dollars,” 
she said of lobbyists, ”But there are 
people behind those dollars. There 
are people in need.” 
 SIU President Glenn Poshard 
said it was especially beneficial for 
the students to get practice in fight-
ing for change. 
“I think they’ll never be the same 
again in the sense that they will know 
that the representatives answer to 
them,” he said.
David Gross, SIUC’s head lob-
byist, said the program is more orga-
nized every year. 
“A degree is too important of 
a commodity right now. What are 
you going to do in this economy 
without a college degree?” Gross said. 
“To make that degree affordable, it’s 
sort of a fundamental responsibil-
ity of the legislature to support their 
public universities.”
As stated on one of the lobbyist’s 
many fact sheets compiled by day’s 
organizers, tuition increases will not 
fix the problem — the action at the 
capitol will.
“That’s what they do. The legisla-
ture fixes problems. That’s why most 
of them run for office,” Gross said. 
“Well, we’ve got a funding problem.”
kelojif@siu.edu
536-3311 ext. 254
SIUC goes to Springfield
Students and faculty 
lobby for money for 
higher education
Barb Boyd, 
a professor 
of political 
science, 
watches
as students 
ascend a 
staircase in 
the Capitol 
Building 
their way to 
meet Senate 
President 
Emil Jones on 
Wednesday.
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Students and 
SIU President 
Glenn 
Poshard 
assemble to 
take a photo 
with Senate 
President Emil 
Jones.
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Poshard speaks 
with freshmen 
Bianca Cervantes 
and Danielle 
Rios at the 
reception after 
the lobbying at 
the capitol. Rios, 
right, received a 
full-year 
scholarship from 
her district’s 
representative, 
William Delgado. 
SIU’s head 
lobbyist David 
Gross (in back) 
helped organize 
the event.
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‘‘We may be from all different 
universities 
from all around 
the state, but 
we’re here today 
under one tent 
speaking with 
one voice.
 
— Ken Swanson
president of the Illinois 
Education Association
Name 
tags are 
distributed 
at a rally 
before 
participants 
head to the 
State House 
to lobby.
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The Salukis got back on track 
with a win against Saint Louis, but 
coach Dan Callahan is still changing 
some things around. 
The SIU baseball team has 
another critical Missouri Valley 
Conference series at 3 p.m. today 
against Missouri State (19-21, 4-8) 
at Abe Martin Field. 
Callahan talked about tinkering 
with his pitching rotation for several 
weeks but finally made the move 
for the Bears’ series. Shawn Joy 
will pitch today and senior Jordan 
Powell will take the mound at 1 p.m. 
Sunday. 
Cody Adams will remain the 
Salukis’ Saturday starter and pitch 
for the 2 p.m. start. 
Saluki pitching coach Tim Dixon 
said the move wasn’t based on per-
formance reasons.
“It’s not that Joy is better than 
Powell or anything, we just needed a 
change out there,” Dixon said. “The 
defense has been playing really well 
when Adams is out there so we hope 
the defense will play a little bit dif-
ferently if we change some things 
around.”
Powell has struggled in the Friday 
spot, going 5-6 with a 4.34 ERA. 
He is second on SIU (25-15, 5-7) in 
walks and strikeouts at 16 and 46, 
respectively.
Despite the rotation changes, 
Powell said he isn’t bothered by the 
coaches’ decision.
“It doesn’t do anything to my 
confidence because I was feeling 
fine before the change, but I think 
Cal and coach Dixon wanted to make 
a change to help the team,” he said. 
“It wasn’t really based on perfor-
mance so it doesn’t really bother me 
because it doesn’t matter where I am 
in the rotation.” 
Changes have also been made 
in the infield recently. Junior Tyler 
Lairson has temporarily taken over 
for freshman Michael Finigan at 
shortstop.
 Lairson has played shortstop in 
three of the Salukis’ last five games 
and went error free in back-to-back 
starts against Bradley April 21-22. 
Despite a respectable .276 batting 
average, Finigan has struggled in the 
field this season, committing a team-
high 21 errors.
Lairson has five errors in split 
time between second base and short-
stop in 2007.
He said it doesn’t really matter 
where he plays and goes into each 
game with an open mind.
“I don’t know if this change is 
going to be for good because I’m still 
working out at both positions but 
I think Cal likes to switch up the 
lineups sometimes,” Lairson said. “I 
feel comfortable at both positions so 
I just want to do what the coaches 
want me to do.” 
matt_hartwig@dailyegyptian.com
536-3311 ext. 269
Salukis back home against Bears 
Team looks to keep 
up momentum 
R.B. Fallstrom
ASSOCIATED PRESS
ST. LOUIS — There’s seems 
to be a lot of Mike Martz in Scott 
Linehan.
Throughout the offseason, the 
St. Louis Rams’ second-year coach 
has been hearing that for his team 
to become a contender the defense 
must be upgraded. Linehan has his 
own agenda, and one much like his 
predecessor.
Thus far in free agency, the 
Rams’ biggest expenditures have 
been for the passing game, with 
wide receiver Drew Bennett and 
tight end Randy McMichael joining 
high-paid stars Torry Holt and Isaac 
Bruce in the lineup. Despite their 
holes on the defensive line, Linehan, 
at least publicly, says he just might 
keep fortifying the offense with the 
13th overall pick of the draft.
Before the Rams acquired kick 
returner Dante Hall from the 
Chiefs for a fifth-round pick on 
Tuesday, Linehan expressed interest 
in taking Ohio State return man 
Ted Ginn Jr.
“I promise you if a player like 
Ted Ginn or any other player cre-
ates field position or changes the 
scoreboard, our run defense is going 
to get a lot better because that team 
we’re playing is going to be throw-
ing,” Linehan said. “I don’t want to 
be cynical about it, but I just really 
feel the accumulation of talent mak-
ing your team incrementally better, 
regardless of what side of the ball 
you’re on, is going to make us a 
much better team.”
Case in point: Indianapolis won 
the Super Bowl without a domi-
nant defense because the Colts score 
enough to dictate terms. Rams spe-
cial teams coach Al Roberts noted 
that Tony Dungy was just “playing 
the hand he was dealt.”
“It’s hard to get the players 
they’ve got,” Linehan said. “The 
hand we’re dealt here is we’ve got 
two veteran receivers who are argu-
ably the two highest-paid guys in 
the league, but it’s justified.”
The Rams went to two Super 
Bowls in a three-year span from 
2000-02 with Martz running a 
high-powered offense. In recent 
years they’ve tried to balance out 
things without much success. Far 
removed from the glory years, St. 
Louis has had only one winning 
season in the last five.
St. Louis has emphasized defense 
in recent drafts, taking cornerback 
Tye Hill in the first round last year. 
Steven Jackson, the No. 1 pick in 
2004, is the Rams’ first Pro Bowl 
draftee since Holt was taken in 
1999.
It might be a smoke screen, but 
Linehan said the Rams will take 
the ubiquitous best player available 
in the first round. That would be 
an easier sell if the Rams are able 
to trade a high pick for Panthers 
defensive tackle Kris Jenkins, who is 
on the block.
Mock drafts tend to assume 
the Rams will draft for need, with 
Nebraska end Adam Carriker, 
Louisville tackle Amobi Okoye and 
Michigan defensive tackle Alan 
Branch among those mentioned as 
possibilities.
The Rams already have addressed 
their pass rush, acquiring defensive 
end James Hall from the Lions.
“We want to get an impact player, 
regardless of position, and address 
needs as we go,” Linehan said.
Linehan might go for more offense
NFL
BASEBALL
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Saluki kicker Craig Coffin looks 
to add two more records to his ever-
growing list of accomplishments in 
Saturday’s 6 p.m. home game versus 
Indiana State. 
Coffin needs six points to pass 
former Saluki running back Tom 
Koutsos’ school record of 307 points. 
Koutsos played for SIU from 1999 to 
2003. 
If Coffin makes two field goals, 
he can also pass Ron Miller’s school 
record of 40 field goals. Miller, who 
played from 1983 to 1986, was 
a member of SIU’s 1983 national 
championship team. 0.
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Police conducting a drug investigation raided a house owned by Michael Vick 
and found dozens of beaten and injured dogs. Vick’s relative, Davon Boddie, lives on 
the property and was arrested for drug possession when police found more than 60 
malnourished, scarred and injured dogs in the three buildings on the property. Wayne 
Pacelle, CEO of the Human Society, said they had received troubling reports about Vicks 
involvement in dog fighting. What will these allegations bring to Vick?
Saluki Insider
“That’s a new one. This kind of thing doesn’t 
faze me anymore after the 2006 Cincinnati Bengals, 
but 60 dogs? That’s a lot of dogs! But the legal 
expert doesn’t foresee Vick going down in this case. 
I do feel bad for the dogs though. I always do when 
I’m flipping through channels and come across the 
neglected dogs on Animal Planet.”
“Even though Vick does not live on the 
property I am going to say he played a big 
part in this mess since not many people can 
afford 60 dogs. If the allegations prove to 
be true, I think Vick should be suspended 
indefinitely because the situation is disgusting 
and violent. But he will be in jail anyways if it is 
true because that is a major felony.”
“It probably wasn’t Vick. It was probably his 
entourage. First we got professional athletes on 
drug charges, gun charges and DUIs, now dogs. 
Punishment for these guys should no longer be 
suspensions and fines, they should have to work 
a real job for one year and take their salary for 
that year. See how they feel when they’re pulling 
down $30,000 a year.”
JOSH JOHNSTON
jstone59@siu.edu
SCOTT MIESZALA
scott_mieszala@
dailyegyptian.com
JEFF ENGELHARDT
jeff_engelhardt@
dailyegyptian.com
Do you have questions for 
the Saluki Insider that you 
want answered?
de_editor@dailyegyptian.com
Former SIU infielder Jerry 
Hairston Jr., went 0-for-1 in the Texas 
Rangers 4-2 loss to the Cleveland 
Indians on Thursday. Hairston was 
the go-ahead run when he came 
to bat with two on and no outs in 
the top of the ninth, but he failed 
to drive in the run as he flew out to 
center field. Hairston is batting .304 
this season with seven runs and 
one RBI. 
SALUKI TRACKER
 JERRY HAIRSTON JR
The SIU tennis teams are gearing up for their first round matches of the Missouri 
Valley Conference Tournament in Omaha, Neb.
The men’s team is the fifth seed in the tourney and will face off against Indiana State 
today.  The women’s team garnered the No. 6 seed after posting a 2-4 record in conference. 
They play Northern Illinois at 12:30 today.
Indiana State (10-11, 3-3) defeated the Salukis men 4-3 in their last match on March 29. 
 Senior Nick Bauer said a win in the first round would be a step in the right direction 
for the program.
“I think a successful season is winning the first round,” Bauer said. “In my previous 
two years here, we’ve lost in the first round. I definitely feel if we play the way we should, 
I think we will win.”
Because the SIU (12-7, 2-4) men are in the bottom of the bracket, they will have to 
take on No. 1 Drake even if they win today. The Bulldogs are the defending MVC champs 
and have not lost a conference match all season.
SIU coach Dan Nelson said the Salukis are excited to play Indiana State in the first 
round because of what happened in their previous encounter.
“We know we didn’t play very well last time we played them,” Nelson said. “We were 
hoping that we would get them again and I think everybody is pretty motivated to beat 
them this time.”
The women’s team had a similar fate against its first round opponent as Northern Iowa 
(17-5, 6-2) defeated SIU 5-2 on April 14.
The Saluki women (12-9, 2-5) have lost five straight conference matches while 
Northern Iowa has won four of its last five, including a win over No. 4 Illinois State.
 SIU coach Rene Vidal said tournament success depends on effort.
“A successful tournament for us is having the knowledge that we left it all on the 
court,” Vidal said. “We believe that we belong in the top four teams in the conference but 
at the same time its time to go out and execute.”
Men and women’s teams set for first round
SPORT BRIEFS
TENNIS
BASEBALL SCHEDULE
April 27 Missouri State 3 p.m.
April 28 Missouri State 2 p.m.
April 29 Missouri State 1 p.m.
May 1 Illinois 3 p.m.
May 4 Creighton 7:30 p.m.
May 5 Creighton 12:30 p.m.
May 6 Creighton 1 p.m.
May 11 Northern Iowa 2 p.m.
May 12 Northern Iowa 2 p.m.
May 13 Northern Iowa 1 p.m.
May 15 Eastern Illinois 3 p.m.
May 17 Indiana State 6 p.m.
May 18 Indiana State 6 p.m.
May 19 Indiana State 6 p.m.
WOMEN’S GOLF SCHEDULE
May 10 NCAA Regionals All Day
May 11 NCAA Regionals All Day
May 12 NCAA Regionals All Day
May 22 NCAA Championships All Day
May 23 NCAA Championships All Day
May 24 NCAA Championships All Day
May 25 NCAA Championships All Day
“I think, over the past three 
years that I had at Southern 
Illinois, I think I had a career that 
not very many players that maybe 
are ranked higher than me have 
had,” Whitlock said. “But then 
again, it comes down to the level 
of competition, me playing I-AA 
ball and them playing Division I 
ball, but overall, you know, I think 
I’ve had a stellar career and I think 
I’ve accomplished enough to be 
known as one of the top running 
backs in the league and also should 
be a running back that should be 
drafted in this year’s NFL draft.”
Brian Anderson is the Salukis’ 
wide receivers coach and their liai-
son to the pros, handling calls 
from NFL teams, getting them 
video and generally pointing them 
in the right direction.
He said teams are now just 
watching film, which favors 
Whitlock.
“If you watch the NFL Network 
right now, they just say we’re eval-
uating video,” Anderson said. “I 
talked to Bryan Cox, who’s now an 
assistant with the New York Jets, 
and he told me he’s been there 
every night just watching video. 
All those numbers and everything 
don’t mean anything anymore. It’s 
all about video.”
Two players who have the 
workout numbers on their side, 
though, are Jones and Bruner.
Jones, who led the Salukis in 
2006 with 32 receptions and seven 
receiving touchdowns, said the 
interest showed in him shot up 
once he participated in workouts, 
where his 40-yard dash has been 
clocked in the range of 4.55 and 
4.61 seconds. Now, he said, he 
will likely get drafted or catch on 
somewhere as a free agent.
“I have people asking me these 
questions all the time. ‘Where are 
you going to be? What do you 
think, are you going to get draft-
ed?’ And the truth is I don’t know 
the answer,” Jones said. “So, you 
know, as far as my life goes it’s 
kind of strange to think that two 
or three weeks from now I’m going 
to live somewhere in the country 
and I have no idea where.”
SIU held a pro day for scouts to 
come see the players work out, and 
the Cleveland Browns came back 
to work out Bruner individually.
Bruner has been clocked 
between 4.40 and 4.54 seconds in 
the 40-yard dash and said he hopes 
he can be an inspiration to the 
rest of the players from Division 
I-AA, now called the Football 
Championship Subdivision.
“I would say I would be that 
underdog that no one’s expecting. 
I think I’d come from the back 
door when everybody’s looking 
from the front; I feel like I’m going 
to be that guy that comes through 
the back and surprises a lot of peo-
ple,” Bruner said when asked what 
he brings to an NFL team. “And I 
feel like I can be an inspiration to 
those D-I-AA guys who feel like, 
‘Man, all they look at is those big, 
major school guys.’ I feel like I can 
be an inspiration to them, too, and 
not only that, I feel like I can play 
a little football, too.”
Wims, a defensive end with 
SIU, may have the hardest work-
load in a possible transition to the 
NFL.
Anderson said Wims has been 
looked at as an outside linebacker 
in the 3-4 scheme, and Wims has 
dropped 30 pounds.
The weight loss has improved 
his speed, Wims said, but his 
strength hasn’t returned yet.
Wims said he matured under 
SIU coach Jerry Kill, as he used 
to be a player more caught up in 
his own numbers. But he’s become 
more of a team player, and on the 
verge of being a sixth- or seventh-
round pick or a free agent.
The immediacy and possibil-
ity of the NFL, he said, is almost 
overwhelming.
“Aw man, I was just as blown 
away as anybody else,” Wims said. 
“When I first went to Ball State, 
I was just like, pretty much the 
NFL was so far, you know, in my 
mind that I couldn’t even touch it. 
And it just came up just that fast. 
Now it’s like I’m almost touching 
it. It’s crazy.”
scott_mieszala@dailyegyptian.com
536-3311 ext. 256
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‘‘I would say I would be that underdog that no one’s expecting. I think I’d come from the back door when everybody’s looking from the front; I feel like I’m 
going to be that guy that comes through the back and 
surprises a lot of people.
 
— Brandon Bruner
cornerback
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Saluki baseball comes home
SIU looks to maintain momentum with 
home game against Bears,  page 18
SOFTBALL
FOOTBALL
Scott Mieszala
DAILY EGYPTIAN
The hopes and dreams of some 
former SIU football players of going 
to the NFL could be realized over 
the weekend.
During the NFL Draft, which 
will hold its first three rounds 
Saturday and rounds four through 
seven Sunday, several Salukis will 
seek to either hear their name called 
or their phone ring with an NFL 
executive on the other line.
In all, running back Arkee 
Whitlock, tight end Braden Jones, 
cornerback Brandon Bruner, defen-
sive end Lorenzo Wims, fullback 
J.T. Wise and kicker Craig Coffin 
are hoping to get drafted by an 
NFL team.
“It’s very nerve-wracking. This 
is the only thing that’s out of your 
control,” Whitlock said. “It’s pretty 
much you’re playing everything by 
ear, things that’s something you really 
can’t control. So I mean it’s pretty 
nerve-wracking, but obviously it’s a 
privilege to be considered as an NFL 
draft pick.”
Whitlock, who has been flown in 
to visit with the Minnesota Vikings, 
finished third in the Walter Payton 
Award voting after rushing for 1,828 
yards and 25 touchdowns on 317 
attempts last season. He said his 
record shows he can carry the load 
on offense, which cannot be said for 
a lot of college running backs.
He began playing football when 
he was 7 years old and said he hopes 
his productivity at SIU is taken into 
account by NFL teams — not just 
his 40-yard dash time, between 4.58 
and 4.63, and 5-foot-10, 195 pound 
frame.
Anxiety builds as NFL Draft approaches
Joe Lacdan
DAILY EGYPTIAN
It could be billed as a matchup 
of the giant killers. The Saluki 
and Illinois State softball teams 
have made a habit of knocking off 
ranked schools this spring. 
Earlier this season, the Salukis 
beat No. 5 LSU in Houston and 
Illinois State downed 10-time 
national champion UCLA 2-1 on 
March 2. The fact that the teams 
both carry a top-25 ranking have 
the Valley’s top two hitting line-
ups, and battle regularly on the 
recruiting circuit adds even more 
intrigue to the games. 
The two Valley rivals 
meet for a three-game 
series Saturday and 
Sunday in Normal.  
“It’ll be a great 
matchup,” SIU coach 
Kerri Blaylock said. 
“It’ll be two very 
great teams going at 
each other. It’s a big rivalry. Our 
kids love to play them. You’ve got 
to throw statistics out the window 
and just play the game.”
The first place Salukis (36-9, 
15-3) enter the game on a six-
game winning streak since suf-
fering their first home loss, a 4-3 
setback  to Missouri State on 
April 15. After letting the confer-
ence lead slip away last season, the 
Salukis relish the chance for a shot 
at the defending MVC champs.
“We love games like these,” 
Saluki third baseman Lauren Haas 
said. “It’s not hard to get mentally 
charged up for a game like this.” 
SIU may have an advantage on 
the mound, as the No. 19 Salukis 
boast the conference’s top pitch-
ing duo. Cassidy Scoggins (19-
6) ranks second in the MVC in 
wins and threw a season-high 10 
strikeouts in a 10-5 triumph over 
Northern Iowa Sunday. Ashley 
Hamby (15-3) leads the Valley in 
opponents’ batting average at .169 
and is third in ERA at 1.47. Both 
throwers recorded shutouts last 
week and they will be matched 
against ISU’s Shannon Nicholson 
(16-5, 1.75 ERA) and Stacy Birk 
(18-6, 2.39).
The Redbirds rank second in 
the nation with 70 home runs led 
by Kelsey Warning’s 15. Illinois 
State freshman Kara Nelson leads 
Valley hitters with a .431 batting 
average, 75 hits and 52 runs. 
“We know they’re good com-
petitors,” Illinois State third base-
man Tiffany Prager said. “Since 
we’re so evenly matched, I think 
it will come down 
to pitching and 
defense.”
Meanwhile, SIU’s 
freshman hitting 
phenom Alicia Garza 
bats .384 to go along 
with 12 doubles and 
four home runs. 
Garza had three hits 
and batted in two runs to help lead 
SIU to a come-from-behind win 
over Northern Iowa Sunday, 10-
5. Fellow freshman Katie Wilson 
needs just two homer runs to 
break Katie Jordan’s single-season 
mark of 14. 
The No. 22 Redbirds (37-13-1, 
13-6-1) are coming off their worst 
stretch of the season after losing 
three straight games, one to Indiana 
State and two to Creighton. After 
claiming sole possession of first 
place last week, Illinois State now 
sits in a second place tie with 
Creighton after Sunday’s 1-1 tie 
with the Bluejays. 
“We know Southern is doing 
real well at this point,” Redbird 
coach Melinda Fischer said. “We 
know we’re going to have to be 
ready to play to compete with 
them.”
jlacdan@siu.edu
536-3311 ext. 269
Battle of the Valley heavyweights
No. 19 SIU meets No. 22 ISU in Normal
‘‘I
t’s not hard to 
get mentally 
charged up for a 
game like this.
 
— Lauren Haas
third baseman
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Tiffanie Dismore, a junior studying radio and television, attempts to catch a ball during practice 
Wednesday afternoon.
See DRAFT, Page 19
Braden Jones, 
a tight end, 
celebrates 
during a 
game last 
season. Jones 
is hoping to 
be picked in 
the NFL draft 
this weekend.
LANE CHRISTIANSEN
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